
This time of year images of Santa Claus appear and those in more culturally Christian areas 
speak of the “war over Christmas”. But the war over Christmas really began in the Reforma-
tion, 500 some years ago when the church fought through many issues, deciding Christmas 
needed to go. In our desire for justice, we can go overboard—making the cure worse than 
the disease, killing things that can be redeemed, and forgetting continual negative posture 
brings no one joy. Justice and joy can hold hands! 

Hebrews 12:1-2 ; Isaiah 35:1-10; Luke 10:17-23
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g u id e :
	▪ CHECK-INS: Introductions, check-in
	▪ CARE: Needs in the group
	▪ COMPASSION: What is the group planning? Are you inviting neighbours to join in?
	▪ GROUP ANNOUNCEMENTS Church-wide and group-only
	▪ DIG IN: “Ice-breaker” question (group facilitator), discuss questions as a group
	▪ PRAYER: Final questions, prayer huddles for personal requests. Consider breaking into small 

groups (huddles) of 2-4, by gender, if large enough.

for  ref le c t ion  &  d is c uss ion :  NT Wright, and Adapted
[Remember: Group compassion work!, group celebrations: birthdays, life-events, holiday 
season! Aim for three times a month+meeting, ask who is missing - follow up!]

1.	 How was Christmas celebrated (or not) in your family of origin? 
2.	 Was Santa Claus a part of what you did?
3.	 Read the key Bible passages. Spend some time talking about what jumps out to you and 

why. Any challenges to your way of thinking/living?
4.	 Joy is supposed to be a marker of the believer. It’s listed as a “Fruit of the [Holy] Spirit” in 

a believer’s life. Why do so many so-called Christians not reflect this in their relationships?
5.	 Where and when have you experienced joy?
6.	 Some explain happiness as more at the surface and joy as something deeper, yet the act of 

“rejoicing,” expressing delight, seems to bring them together. One can rejoice with words, 
expression, etc. without necessarily feeling the same way internally. Talk about joy, 
happiness, rejoicing...

 
As most Home Churches pause until the New Year (calendar), stay in touch, maybe have a 
Christmas-New Year’s gathering. What do you hope to experience in 2023?

p ray

con ne c t
•	need prayer?
•	ask questions
•	get information
•	make comments

•	meet with pastor Shel or Josh
•	sign-up for our weekly e-newsletter
•	join a Home Church



BIBLICAL HOPE AND JOY - MEDITATION ON THE WORD

JOY OF SALVATION

SANTA OR SATAN? JESUS RESTORES THAT WHICH HAS BEEN DISTORTED; 
EMBRACING ROLE MODELS OF JOY. 

ARRIVAL AND LANDING

SANTA...SAINT NICHOLAS: A SHORT BIOGRAPHY

JOY: AN EXPERIENCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

JOY: A RESULT OF EXPOSING POWERS AND SEEING THEM AS THEY ARE; LESS 
THAN JESUS

JOY AS A RESULT OF LIBERATION AND RECONCILIATION (Isaiah 35:1-10 Luke 15)


