
People yearn for liberty and look for it in many places. We seek goodness and long to be 
people of kindness, but where does that power come from when our world is driven by 
greed and every imaginable division? Is there any way out or up? When does knowledge 
become wisdom? This Sunday,  we look at an ancient prayer and a way of looking at the 
world that makes the pieces fit. 

Colossians 1:9-14 (NET Bible)
Paul’s Prayer for the Growth of the Church
9 For this reason we also, from the day we heard about you, have not ceased praying for you 
and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and under-
standing, 10 so that you may live worthily of the Lord and please him in all respects—bearing 
fruit in every good deed, growing in the knowledge of God, 11 being strengthened with all 
power according to his glorious might for the display of all patience and steadfastness, joy-
fully 12 giving thanks to the Father who has qualified you to share in the saints’ inheritance in 
the light. 13 He delivered us from the power of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom 
of the Son he loves, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Outline of Paul’s digressions in today’s teaching. This is how the verses hang together. 

(9) We have not ceased praying and asking
 (9b) That you may be filled …
 (10) That you may walk worthily…
 That is,
 (10b) Bearing fruit and growing…
 (11) Being empowered…
 (12) (a) Giving thanks... to the one who (b) qualified you…
  (13) Who “rescued us..”
   (14) In whom…
    (15) Who…
     (21) Once you were…

 May 3, 2020

For Reflection and Discussion:

Colossians 1:9-14
1. When have your instincts been wrong about something? What happened? 

2. Read the passage. Use two translations. Take note of words that jump out. Discuss...

3. NT Wright states, “Human instincts are important, but they remain earthbound. When 
people become Christians, God implants into them a new sense of his presence and 
love, his guiding and strengthening. This sense needs nurturing and developing.” How 
do you see Paul doing this here?

4. This whole passage is in the form of thanks and intercession prayer. List some of the 
things he prays for them. Which of these, at this time, speaks to us as a church most? 
Why?

5. The dominion of darkness and the Kingdom of the Son are two different ways we centre 
our lives. Jesus brings us liberation from the darkness. What does that mean for you and 
me today? 

6. Gratitude is a practice that we find difficult, yet here it is again (and again). How can we 
cultivate more wonder, thanks, and gratitude in our lives?

PrayeR:



Colossians 1:9 For this reason 

Colossians 1:10
NT Wright, “God is at work, therefore his people are at work.”

 ▪ So that you may live a life/walk
(περιπατῆσαι (peripatēsai, “to walk, to live, to live one’s life”) 

 ▪ Worthy of the Lord = cross-shaped living cruciform/Christoform. 

 ▪ Bearing fruit + growing (First dimension of “walking worthily”) 
 ▫ Good work
 ▫ Knowledge of God

Colossians 1:11 “being empowered” (second dimension of “walking worthily”) 
 ▪ Kingdom living like Jesus, needs Jesus’ power source - the Holy Spirit

 ▪ “patient endurance”  internal/external

Colossians 1:12 With joy giving thanks (third dimension of “walking worthily”) 
 ▪ “He has qualified you...” 

 
        ..to share in the inheritance

        ..to partake in the light

Conversion is often described as moving from darkness to light, leaving a world of sin, ig-
norance, and bodily-urge/flesh for a world of love, justice, and peace. This is all shaped by 
revelation knowledge of God's truth in the cross and resurrection. Light is a moral contrast 
with darkness and points to the future of humanity in Jesus.  

Colossians 1:13-14 The Redemption of the Messiah 

Colossians 1:13 The Father’s Rescue and Relocation Work
 ▪ “From the dominion of darkness” 

 ▪ The kingdom in Old Testament and New Testament has five elements:
1. A King (here the “Son”)
2. A Rule (governing, saving, rescuing, guiding, and protecting)
3. A people (term kingdom is often standing in for “nation” and “Israel” or “Judah”)
4. A land or place
5. A law

SO: Christ rules 

Colossians 1:14 “Redemption” and “Forgiveness of Sins”

NEXT STEPS (NOTE: application is throughout the teaching and the Holy Spirit may give you a specific application, write 
it down and share in Home Church):

 ▪ Prayer is more powerful than we believe. How can you engage more fully with prayer 

practices?

 ▪ Submitting the rule of…

 ▪ Deeds…

 ▪ Art of thanksgiving…

 ▪ Increase in… 

SOURCES: bible.org; Commentaries: Garland, David E. The NIV Application Commentary; Wright, NT, Bible for Everyone; NIBC; Daily 
Bible Study; WorkingPreacher.org; Expositors Exegetical; Bakker Exe.; Zondvan Exe.; Brazos Biblical; others. 


