SEPTEMBER 11, 2022

GUIDE:

▪ CHECK-INS: Introductions, check-in
▪ CARE: Needs in the group
▪ COMPASSION: What is the group planning? Are you inviting neighbours to join in?
▪ GROUP ANNOUNCEMENTS Church-wide and group-only
▪ DIG IN: “Ice-breaker” question (group facilitator), discuss questions as a group
▪ PRAYER: Final questions, prayer huddles for personal requests. Consider breaking into
small groups (huddles) of 2-4, by gender, if large enough.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

Welcome back! Invest some extended check-in time!
1. Have you ever had to distance, or end, a relationship for your own health? Can you
share a ‘safe-for-home-church’ story related to one?
2. How should we who follow Christ (or are Jesus adjacent :-) ) relate to those not
following Christ (or claiming Christ, but ignoring the clearer teachings and
implications of Jesus)?
3. Andy Stanley, in teaching on sex, dating, and marriage, states: “Intimacy requires
exclusivity”. What are your thoughts about this in terms of marriage and our
relationship with God through Christ?
4. The New Testament seems to present a worldview in which there are actual forces
of evil that seek to draw us into diluted and destructive behaviours. What do you
think about this? How would you go about identifying those temptations in your
life?

CONNECT

• Need Prayer?
• Ask Questions
• Get information
• Make Comments
• Meet with Pastor Shel
• Sign-up for our weekly e-newsletter
• Join a Home Church

listen/watch
pilgrimchurch.ca

youtube.com/PilgrimChurchYVR

pilgrimYVR

Sometimes in order to grow you have to separate from someone or something—from an
unhealthy relationship or a group that keeps you from your next level in life. How can
separation be a good and healthy thing? Paul writes the people of Corinth telling them
to “be separate”. This Sunday, we explore the power of separation.
This fall preaching series: Hearing God (topical); 2 Corinthians (expository “verse-by-verse”),
the last half (starting #12) Guests: Frances Carlick, Brad Jersak; In-House: Josh L., TBD

OUTLINE: Shillington (Believers Church)
▪ Big Picture:
▫ 2 Corinthians 1:1-9:15: Letter Reconciliation
Right relationship in ministry
1: Solidarity in Affliction and Joy 1:1-2:13
2: The New Ministry in the Light of Christ 2:1-7:4
3: Equity Through a Financial “Gift of Blessing” 8:1-9:15
▫ 2 Corinthians 10:1-13:13 Letter of Defense
Response to Betrayal in Ministry
4: Weak Ministry, Strong God 10:1-13:13
▪ Today
1. 6:14a A Prohibition
2. 6:14b-16a Five Rhetorical Questions
3. Phrases from the Hebrew Bible 6:16b-18
4. Final Comment and Ethical Demand 7:1

email: question@pilgrimchurch.ca

THROUGH THE TEXT 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1
Paul is telling them that even these places where common culture and religion overlap,
there is a time to put up a boundary for your new life in Christ

2 Corinthians 6:14 Do not become partners with those who do not believe, 16bFor we are the
temple of the living God, just as God said, “I will live in them and will walk among them, and I
will be their God, and they will be my people.”

▪ 2 Corinthians 6:14 “do not be in incompatible relationships” “mismatched” The more
literal translation is “do not be unequally yoked”.

Paul apparently believes that the Corinthians are in danger of becoming spiritually linked with
the demonic forces resident in the temple. Ben Witherington III, (405)

▪ There is a place for boundaries—with those places and people who bring us back into
centreing ourselves in something other than Jesus’ love.

▪ Hence, 2 Corinthians 6:14–7:1 is not about separating from fellow believers who do not
share all of our theological commitments or ministry perspectives. Only God, in the end, can
decide which of us is building with wood, hay, and straw (cf. 1 Corinthians 3:10 – 15).

2 Corinthians 6:14b for what partnership is there between righteousness and lawlessness, or
what fellowship does light have with darkness? 15 And what agreement does Christ have with
Beliar? Or what does a believer share in common with an unbeliever? 16 And what mutual
agreement does the temple of God have with idols?

▪ Paul uses several terms for partnership: yoke, sharing in common (koinonia), partnership
(metoche), concord (symphonesis), agreement.
▫ The point is a single minded commitment to Jesus.
▪ There is a drumbeat in the questions to drive the point home: there is an ethical
incompatibility with the way of love and other ways of being.
▫ 14 Righteousness:
▪Vs. lawlessness
◦Matthew 24:12 Jesus teaches that lawlessness will increase dramatically
at the end, causing the love of many to grow cold.
▫ 14b Light
▪Vs. Darkness inauthentic, hidden, fake, unknown
▫ V15 Christ
▪Vs. Bliar?
▫ 15b God’s life in a believer
▪Vs. unbeliever?
▫ 16 God’s Temple
▪Vs. idol temple(s)
2 Corinthians 6:16b For we are the temple of the living God, just as God said, “I will live
in them and will walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people.”

2 Corinthians 6:17 Therefore “come out from their midst, and be separate,” says the Lord,
“and touch no unclean thing, and I will welcome you, 18 and I will be a father to you, and
you will be my sons and daughters,” says the All-Powerful Lord.
▪ 2 Corinthians 6:18 Paul adds “and daughters” modifying the Old Testament 2 Samuel
7:14. He wants to emphasise the templehood of men and women.

2 Corinthians 7:1 Therefore, since we have these promises, dear friends, let us cleanse
ourselves from everything that could defile the body and the spirit, and thus accomplish
holiness out of reverence for God.
LANDING THE PLANE

FINAL WORD
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