
Mark 1:14-15, 1 Corinthians 6:1-2, 1 Chronicles 12:32
How do you mark time in your life? While we are called to stay awake in the present to 
experience God’s presence, we’re also called to remember in unique ways. Remembering, 
helps you understand where you are right now. The calendar you keep is more than keep-
ing track of a day, it tells you what is important. Christians are invited to get our worth not 
in what we produce or consume, but in finding that we are beloved by a God who entered 
time and is moving us onward.

ALWAYS BEING FORMED

BIG IDEA: There are practices that can shape us deeply—how we mark time is a major 
one. We can let the world around us shape us, disciple us, brainwash us when we don’t 
stop, wake up, and then reflect. 

 ▪ The Bible and the Work of the church is to lean into another vision—what 
imagination is, another vision of what is, and can be.

 ▪ “I have come to the rather simplistic notion that imagination is the capacity to 

image a world beyond what is obviously given. That’s the work of poets and novelists 

and artists—and that’s what biblical writers mostly do. I think that’s why people show 

up at church. They want to know whether there is any other world available than the 

one that we can see, which we can hardly bear. I have subsumed a lot of those ideas 

under the rubric of “imagination” for my own work.”  -Walter Brueggemann 
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g u id e :
 ▪ CHECK-INS: Introductions, check-in
 ▪ CARE: Needs in the group
 ▪ COMPASSION: What is the group planning? Are you inviting neighbours to join in?
 ▪ GROUP ANNOUNCEMENTS Church-wide and group-only
 ▪ DIG IN: “Ice-breaker” question (group facilitator), discuss questions as a group
 ▪ PRAYER: Final questions, prayer huddles for personal requests. Consider breaking into 

small groups (huddles) of 2-4, by gender, if large enough.

for  ref le c t ion  &  d is c uss ion :  NT Wright, others
[Remember: Group compassion work!, group celebrations: birthdays, life-events, holiday 
season! Aim for three times a month+meeting, ask who is missing - follow up!]

1. If an event starts at a stated time, eg. 8 PM, are you generally there before 8, after 8, or 
exactly at 8? Why? What’s your sense of “on time”? What do your friends or family think 
about “on time”?

2. How has your view of time changed over the last few years? Why?
3. We have incorporated more of the church year over the years at Pilgrim. What do you 

like about it? What questions does this way of marking time raise for you?
4. How many calendars do you have in your life (ways you mark time)? How important are 

they? Why?
5. Getting into consistent scripture reading can be a challenge for new and old followers of 

Jesus. What challenges do you have in reading the Bible in some way regularly (beyond 
what we read on Sunday morning)?

6. What resources would you recommend to your group or church regarding the Bible? 
(from reading it regularly, to understanding?)

7. Put a list together of Podcasts, books, apps, etc. you’ve found helpful to get into the 
Bible. Share this list with pastor Shel shel@pilgrimchurch.ca 

Pray in “huddles” of men and women to close out. Share one thing you’re looking forward to 
(big or small) this week? One challenge you will face?

con ne c t
• need prayer?
• ask questions
• get information
• make comments
• meet with pastor Shel or Josh
• sign-up for our weekly e-newsletter
• join a Home Church



 ▫ Sunday Readings
 ▫ Daily readings

Resources Electronic calendar links:
 ▪ https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/calendar.php

This Revised Common Lectionary website provides iCalendar files of Weekly and Daily 
readings for your personal calendar. iCalendar is a standard file format that all major 
calendaring applications support.

 ▪ https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/slides/Advent_A_Daily_Prayers_Week_1.pdf

MAJOR PRACTICES - worship, small group [home church, conventicles, classes]
 ▪ Baptism and Communion
 ▫ Review: Believers’ baptism (credobaptism)

 ▪New Testament clear paradigm - repent, believe, obey Jesus then Baptism.
 ▪Baptism as part of the context of discipleship
 ▪No explicit evidence of infant baptism until second century, and no regular/dom-
inant use of it until much later (fourth+ century), but many explicit references to 
believers being baptized - people old enough to decide:
 ▪Children or Adult: “while someone need not necessarily be an adult (“adult baptism” 
is a bit of a misnomer) before being baptized, they do need to be old enough to be 
able to understand, and confess, their dependency on and devotion to our Lord.”

LANDING THE PLANE
 ▪ Staying Awake to the Time: Kairos/Chronos
 ▪ Know you are being formed, like it or not.
 ▪ Embracing the Church Year and lectionary

FINAL WORD - A Gift For Your Household

https://christiancalendar.squarespace.com/

“I am so glad to see the emergence of this calendar because we Christians are in an emergency 

about time. It is clear that dominant culture in North America no longer knows what time it 

is, because every season has now been homogenized into an uninterrupted ‘shopping season’ 

and when we do not know what time it is we are unlikely to remember ‘former times’ and surely 

have no ground to hope for ‘new things’. This new calendar refers all our seasons back to the 

Lord of all time and may, in quite concrete ways, provide a form of resistance against the 

timelessness of consumerism back into the timefulness of our faith.” 

-Walter Brueggemann

What is the Church Year?

“It is simply a practice of historic Christianity that continuously stirs reflection, anticipation and 

action in the hearts of God’s people for the whole, big story of the gospel. More and more Chris-

tians are rediscovering this historic practice, and growing in the truth and knowledge of Christ.”

-Daniel Montgomery

Chronos χρόνος and Kairos καιρός

 ▪ Fasts and Feasts

“There never was a time when it was easy and obvious. When the church is in the midst of 

this totalizing military consumerism, it’s in a scary place to articulate an alternative, but that’s 

what’s been entrusted to us in the Bible and in the gospel of Jesus Christ.”

-Walter Brueggemann 

 ▪ Jewish roots

 ▪ Sundays

 ▪ Introducing the Revised Common Lectionary
 ▫ A lectionary is a collection of readings or selections from the Scriptures, arranged and 

intended for proclamation during the worship of the people of God. Lectionaries were 
known and used in the fourth century, where major churches arranged the Scripture 
readings according to a schedule which follows the calendar of the church’s year. This 
practice of assigning particular readings to each Sunday and festival has continued 
through the history of the Christian Church.


