
Jeremiah 23:1-6, Colossians 1:11-20, Luke 23:33-38 (Revised Common Lectionary, 
Proper 29 - Reign of Christ, Year C)

Christ is King.  In the final week of the liturgical calendar, we will focus on this rich 
statement using the lens’ of Jeremiah, Paul, and Luke.  Do you feel scattered, anxious, or 
at a loss for how to cope with news about unrest and executions in Iran, or the mental 
health, housing, and opioid crisis in Vancouver, or paying your bills amidst the third 
recession in three decades?  The kings and kingdoms of this world will offer you solu-
tions in exchange for your allegiance, but it is only Christ the Shepherd / Pantocrator / 
Crucified King that can promise true and lasting justice, peace, and hope.  

Last week, we considered how our calendars shape us deeply.  By changing from our 
yearly (Gregorian) calendar to the church’s liturgical calendar, how might we grow as 
disciples of Christ?

N O V E M B E R  2 0 ,  2 0 2 2  P R O P E R  2 9  -  R E I G N  O F  C H R I S T ,  Y E A R  CN O V E M B E R  2 0 ,  2 0 2 2  P R O P E R  2 9  -  R E I G N  O F  C H R I S T ,  Y E A R  C

email: question@pilgrimchurch.capilgrimYVRyoutube.com/PilgrimChurchYVRlisten/watch
pilgrimchurch.ca

g u id e :
	▪ CHECK-INS: Introductions, check-in
	▪ CARE: Needs in the group
	▪ COMPASSION: What is the group planning? Are you inviting neighbours to join in?
	▪ GROUP ANNOUNCEMENTS Church-wide and group-only
	▪ DIG IN: “Ice-breaker” question (group facilitator), discuss questions as a group
	▪ PRAYER: Final questions, prayer huddles for personal requests. Consider breaking into 

small groups (huddles) of 2-4, by gender, if large enough.

for  ref le c t ion  &  d is c uss ion :  NT Wright, others
[Remember: Group compassion work!, group celebrations: birthdays, life-events, holiday 
season! Aim for three times a month+meeting, ask who is missing - follow up!]

Warm up: Have you heard Kanye West’s Jesus is King album?  What kind of Jesus does he 
portray in his lyrics and in his life?  How does it compare to these passages in Jeremiah, Luke, 
and Colossians?

1.	 Jeremiah’s passage begins with the “woe to the shepherds.”  Can you identify any influ-
ential or powerful people who have abused or misused their authority to drive people 
away from each other or away from love? 

2.	 Who are our kings and shepherds?  Who do we allow to have power over us in ex-
change for money, protection, or relief of anxiety?  

3.	 Paul in Colossians places Christ as the head of the church, and through Christ, God rec-
onciles and makes peace with all things.  What specific ways do you feel we are called 
to participate in this peace-making process?  Think on an individual level, home church 
level, and Pilgrim-wide level.  

4.	 The image of the mocked, humiliated, and tortured King, crucified between two thieves 
in Luke’s Gospel, is quite a sharp contrast compared to modern ideals of grandeur, 
wealth, and untouchability of the day’s influencers.  Why do you think people gravitate 
towards arrogant and proud politicians and leaders?  How does this image of Christ 
relate or contrast to the ideals of Christian Nationalism?

Pray in “huddles” of men and women to close out. Share one thing you’re looking forward to 
(big or small) this week? One challenge you will face?



The Big Idea: All kings and kingdoms demand our allegiance.  What is different about 
Christ?

Christ the King Sunday occurs at the end of the liturgical calendar, right before Advent 
season begins.  It emphasizes Christ’s dominion over all of creation, and it leads towards 
anticipating Christ’s second coming in Advent season.

The Revised Common Lectionary is a tried-and-tested selection of readings for worship 
gatherings, split over a three year timeframe, that considers the seasons in the calendar.  
They value having multiple biblical books read each week throughout the year, which 
encourages dialogue with the authors’ different lenses.

These three passages come from the Revised Common Lectionary, Year C, Reign of Christ 
Sunday.  Today, we’ll focus on three images of Christ the King presented in these readings.  

Jeremiah 23:1-6 — the Shepherd King

Colossians 1:11-20 — The Παντοκράτωρ / Pantocrator / Sustainer of All

Luke 23:33-38 — The Crucified King

con ne c t
•	need prayer?
•	ask questions
•	get information
•	make comments
•	meet with pastor Shel or Josh
•	sign-up for our weekly e-newsletter
•	join a Home Church


